What’s really going on: the Arab-Israeli Conflict
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Arab countries (green) v. Israel

Palestine: includes territories of Israel and Jordan

Arab-Israeli conflict
· Approximately 100 years of political tension and open hostilities
· Israel established 1948: Pan-Arab movement believed that this land belonged to the Palestinans
· Has shifted more to a regional Israeli-Palestinian conflict
· What is the conflict over?
· Religious aspect: both claim land as their own
· Solutions?
· Two-state solution, where an independent Palestinian state next to Israel
· Palestinians want the Gaza Strip for their state
· [image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/6a/West_Bank_%26_Gaza_Map_2007_%28Settlements%29.png/250px-West_Bank_%26_Gaza_Map_2007_%28Settlements%29.png]
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli-Palestinian_conflict

Israeli gov’t led by Ehud Olmert
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) led by Mahmou dAbbas

Palestinian side has two factionsd: Fatah and Hamas (latter who seized power in June 2007) and Fatah in West Bank

On the historical timeline, the Israeli–Palestinian conflict spreads through six periods of time which fundamentally differ from each other:
· The period of the Ottoman Empire rule in Palestine in which the Palestinians saw themselves as part of the overall Arab territories which were under the rule of the Ottoman Empire. During that period, the disputes were on the basis of religious background and not on national background. 
· The period of the British Mandate of Palestine, in which both parties were under British rule and under a single political entity - called Palestine in English. During this period the term "The Israeli–Palestinian conflict" was not used and instead the conflict was referred to as "the Jewish-Arab conflict over the Land of Israel" (by the Jewish population), "the Jewish-Arab conflict over Palestine" (by the Arab population and the British population). 
· The period of time between the declaration of the State of Israel and the Six-Day War in which the parties resided in three separate political entities: The State of Israel, the Gaza Strip (which was controlled by Egypt) and the West Bank (which was annaxed to Jordan). 
· The period of time between the Six-Day War and the Oslo Accords, in which the conflicted parties reside in the area of the western Palestine, which was under the control of the State of Israel. 
· The period of time between the Oslo Accords and the Second Intifada, in which Israel exists alongside the semi-sovereign political entity - the Palestinian Authority. 
· The period of time between the beginning of the Second Intifada up until today, in which Israel returned to perform arresting operations in Area A zones in the West Bank and Gaza and later on retreated from the Gaza Strip in 2005 which lead to the strengthening of the Hamas which in 2007 took control over the Gaza Strip. 
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