MIT/AIT 2008 Separates

Cotton States Region

Emily Trotz and Carey Segal

(walk in with candles and music)

(BBG written in tea lights in the middle)

(Everyone comes in sitting in 3 circles)

(Carey and Emily standing on the outside)

Emily: From the beginning of this organization, BBG and AZA have had distinct traditions and rituals that each participate in. AZA provides a fraternity to all its members.

Carey: Likewise, BBG offers each member leadership, sisterhood, and Judaic opportunities. Tonight we are here to stress the objectives of BBG and what it means. 

(CIRCLES)

Emily: Its all about these 3 words…Three words that when screamed with fervor, energy, and strength, have the power to shatter the windows of the room you all stand in. Shatter the windows with the sonic boom of our voices. These three words, B’nai Brith Girls, define our passion and connect all of us here tonight. 
Carey: We are together, as one, forever united, and we have the power and the opportunity to proclaim to the world what these three words mean to us. We have a reason to cheer. You EACH are on the path of finding who you are as a B’nai Brith Girl. We have no reason not to show off exactly why we love BBG through our voices coming together as one, louder than ever before. We can shatter the windows. We are the B’nai Brith Girls.

 

Emily: We are going to say a phrase and clap. Then, we will repeat it, and each time that we do, the next circle of people will join. Once we have reached the outermost circle, we will go backwards, each circle ceasing to say the phrase, down until we are the only ones left speaking.

ALEPH ZADIK ALEPH ZADIK ALEPH (clap).

Circle 1 Joins

Circle 2 joins

Circle 3 joins

Circle 3 stops

Circle 2 stops

Circle 1 stops

Me: Aleph Zadik Aleph Zadik Aleph.

Carey: WE ARE THE B’nai Brith GIRLS (clap) (SAY louder)

Circle 1 Joins

Circle 2 joins

Circle 3 joins

Circle 3 stops

Circle 2 stops

Circle 1 stops

Me: We are the B’nai Brith Girls. 
Carey: We just spoke two phrases, but clearly, there were emotions attached to the second. What was the difference?

Wendi: There was passion. I could hear the passion in our voices when we said we are the B’nai Brith Girls because each one of us has passion for this order.

Mara: It was louder. We are clearly more excited about being B’nai Brith Girls than we are about being AZAs.

Sara: There was pride. Every single B’nai Brith Girl in this room would proudly stand up and fight for what we believe in, and it echoed in our voices.

Zoe: There was sisterhood. We have all come together from across the region and are all unified by one common bond, BBG.

Emily: We each have a voice that can be heard. However, when we all come together, the volume and effect of our voices reach a new height. BBYO is all about using our voices together. The keyword is TOGETHER. Unity and Sisterhood make our organization thrive. 

(move into one big circle)

Carey: People join BBG for so many different reasons:

Sara: Some join, because it is seen as a rite of passage. 

Wendi: Some join because BBG is the only place where they experience Judaism

Mara: Some join because BBG is a place where you can openly express your religion and have others to share it with.

Zoe: Some join because this organization has the power to address change and make it happen

Carey: Here in this room, we all have the common thread- we are JEWISH

BUT, one more thread has just been stitched- our UNITY brought by BBG. 

Emily: BBG means something different to every person. It offers a different experience for anyone that embraces it. Just as it offers a different experience, there is always one experience that every single BBG falls in love with: the special sisterhood we have. 

Carey: In order to have this sisterhood and unity, we must feel comfortable with ourselves and the others around us.  BBG is a place we can be ourselves with no judgment, and no fears. 
Carey: On this Wall of Cotton States’ fears, are some general stresses, fears, and hates. (read a few). These are the fears that you most likely have. School, life, boys, failure, parents, jobs, and stress- these are your fears, and without a doubt, many of you, as well as us, share the same ones. 
Emily: We come from 5 cities across 3 states, and, yet, we have so many things in common. Tonight there are no cliques or best friends. Tonight we are Cotton States BBG- a group of girls joined together to have fun and experience all that BBG has to offer. Look at these fears. Every one of them. This wall is filled with things that we all wish we could get rid of. BUT WE CAN’T. Things can get tough and things don’t always go our way. But after this weekend, there should be one thing that you know you can call your escape.

FLIP OVER BOARD


Both: BBG! 

Carey: BBG is a place to escape this wall, to leave behind the fights and struggles of the day.  It is a place we can all come and share our sisterhood, Judaism, and womanly strength.  
Emily: From this point forward, let us make a conscious effort to leave these fears OUT of BBYO. When you go to a program, forget about everything- enjoy spending time with your sisters.  BBG is the place to avoid your annoyances, share your fears, and release your stresses.  
Carey: Every moment counts. Every moment can take your breath away if you let it. Class of 2012, let’s create the moments. 

Emily: Soon, we are going to pass out pillowcases. Take your pillowcase and decorate the rim with your name, chapter, and region. After we finish, it will be a girls night out. You will each be able to sign and write letters on each others’ pillowcases as we forget the unimportant conflicts you may have with someone and focus on bringing out the good in your BBG sisters. 
Carey: As each person signs other pillowcases, think about your experiences at MIT/AIT and all of these incredible BBG’s sitting next you. Remember the inside jokes you have with your new friends. Remember the kindness shown to others. Remember the girls who inspired you. Tonight we are going to put these memories down for good. 
Emily: Just as we are sewn together by our Jewish background, these pillow cases will sew together the memories of BBYO. Tonight there are no cliques or best friends. Tonight we are Cotton States BBG- a group of girls joined together to have fun and experience all that BBG has to offer. 
Carey: The next time you fear something- turn to your pillowcase. The next time you stress out about school, go to a BBYO program. The next time you are ready to give up- DON’T. Instead, turn to your pillowcase. Turn to the girls who are going to sign it tonight. Turn to the B’nai B’rith Youth Organization. But most importantly, Turn to the B’nai B’rith Girls.
Emily: “For love and laughter friends that last...”

Carey: Experience every moment.  

Emily: Soak in every program. 
Carey: Run for leadership positions. 
Emily: “Times so good they go so fast.”

Carey: These next four years will go by faster than you can imagine. When you are caught in a tough moment, these pillowcases are there to guide you on the right path. Don’t be afraid to turn to the B’nai B’rith Girls. 
Emily: Don’t let this stitch of unity loosen. 
Carey: Turn to the B’nai Brith Girls.

Both: Indeed, it is one thing that will always turn back to you. 

(as we pass out pillowcases): Now we are going to pass out a pillowcase to everyone with their/ write your name and chapter on it.  What is a better way to strengthen our sisterhood than compliment each other.  We will rotate the pillowcases so that every girl writes on each one. Whether you are close with this person you must write something positive. It can be anything from “you have a very fashionable style”, to” I admire your confidence when meeting new people”, to “I can see such leadership qualities in you especially when you.”  What is a better way to fall asleep than reading all these wonderful comments from your Cotton State sisters? These Compliment Cases will serve as a constant reminder of your excellent BBG qualities. 
