Shapiro/BBG #63 Project

November 7, 2009

Fold: 5-fold project!

Icebreaker: Make a fake car accident. Take a few people out of the room. Paint their faces. Then bring them back in to talk about what Judaism’s take on drinking and driving is.

Barbie Commercial Link

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4tfBuLUAJI
Have everyone make their own commercials about preventing drinking and driving.

Go to Zuma for go-karting!

A few weeks before the project, Shapiro S'gan, Wesley Patt, 63 S'ganit, Jackie Fenson, and 63 Orechet, Renee Frederick, decided they wanted to make an impact on their chapters through a social action project, but have a lot of fun at the same time. They decided they wanted to teach their chapters about being aware of not drinking and driving. The project began by Wesley, Jackie, and Renee, choosing 5 people at the project and having them go upstairs until the project began. When they went upstairs, they were given scripts that had scenarios about drinking and driving accidents. In order to show that they had been "affected" by drinking and driving, their faces were painted red and black. They then returned to the project where they were not allowed to speak to anyone. These people were supposed to represent how quickly friends can be lost due to drinking and driving accidents. The 5 people read off their scripts and then joined the rest of the group. Wesley and Renee then discussed with the group as a whole about Judaism's take on alcohol and spurred a discussion with the group about whether or not holidays were an excuse to drink. After the discussion, Wesley and Renee showed the group a You Tube video created by Mother's Against Drunk Driving (MADD), which depicted Barbie in a drinking and driving accident. After viewing the You Tube clip, everyone broke into groups of 5-10 people and created their own commercials and slogans about not drinking and driving. After all of the commercials were performed, Wesley and Renee announced that everyone was going to practice driving "sober" by going to Zuma Fun Center and go go-karting.

Cost: Each person in the group was asked to bring $12 to pay admission to Zuma. There was a good group rate at Zuma that got us the price of 12 per person.

Wesley, Jackie, and Renee achieved their goal of teaching everyone a valuable lesson and letting them have fun at the same time!
Make sure the house that you have the project at has a t.v. that you can hook the computer up to so you can show the You Tube Clip. Make sure the go-kart place is not too far from the house that the project is at. Check to see if the go-kart place has group rates.

Shapiro – 63 Project

Were any of you wondering where the people with the painted faces were before the project began? Well, they were out with friends partying and drinking. Each of the people with a painted face represents a tragic drunk driving accident that resulted in their death. The word “accident” is not a true description of what happens. Drinking and Driving is NEVER an accident. When you get in the car after a party of just hanging out with friends, you know whether or not you and those around you have been drinking. It is your responsibility not to get in the driver’s seat if you have had any alcohol and not to get in a car with a driver you suspect may have had alcohol. If the people with the painted faces had been in a real drinking and driving collision, they would not be here. You would not be without them just for the few minutes before this project began; you would be without them forever. 

(Have people with painted faces stand up and read their stories)

Jews, of course, have a strong position on the consumption of alcohol.

The Torah clearly states People who are drunk are still completely responsible for their actions. Their purchases and sales are valid. If they violate a commandment whose punishment is death, they can be sentenced to death.

This Torah perception of drinking still somewhat applies to today’s world. But, in today’s world we have much more to worry about concerning alcohol. Back when the Torah was written, there were no modern day technologies that we have today so the Torah does not directly address issues such as drinking and driving. But, that does not mean that it does not apply in today’s world. If you take the words of the Torah and apply them to the 21st century, actions such as driving would fall right along the lines of what the Torah says not to do. If you drive drunk you put not only yourself in danger, you put others in danger too. And we all know that the Torah strictly forbids harming others.

Discussion. (What do they think about what the Torah states? Do they have another opinion on alcohol consumption – Purim)

The Torah also states that getting drunk in order to escape responsibilities we have to ourselves, to our families, and to those around us, is highly destructive. A person who is in an "escapist" mode is a dangerous person, because very often he is also escaping many of the rules that he would be wise to follow. Judaism is about owning up to your actions and finding solutions to your problems. Drinking does not make your problems go away in any circumstance. Drinking to attempt to escape problems is basically going against what Judaism is all about!

Overall, the approach of the Jewish rabbinic tradition is to encourage the moderate use of alcohol, particularly wine, within the frameworks provided by existing commandments which require one to be happy in their fulfillment. Wine is an important part of Sabbath and holiday observances, and life cycle celebration. However, we all must be aware of the effects of alcohol and once we are at the legal drinking age, we must be careful not to rely on alcohol for happiness and fun.

* Nadab and Abihu, Aaron's two holy sons, entered the Tabernacle while drunk and were consumed by a fire that emanated from the heavens. Basing himself on the fact that the death of Nadab and Abihu is followed by the injunction against priests drinking wine or strong drink when officiating, R. Simeon attributes their death to the fact that they entered the sanctuary while in a state of intoxication (Lev. R. 12:1)

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~dcare/topics/jewish.html
Now, we are going to show you a commercial created by MADD, Mother’s against drinking and driving. 

Barbie Commercial Link

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4tfBuLUAJI
Now, we would like all of you to break into groups of ____ and create your own commercial and/or slogans to prevent drinking and driving.

20-30 minutes to create commercials

Have everyone perform their commercials.

After all have been performed( Now, we are going to practice driving “SOBER”. We are all going to Zuma Fun Center to go go-karting!!

1. I only had a little to drink and I thought I was fine, but on the way home I got distracted and swerved off the road and hit a tree. I was in a coma for 3 weeks, after that, the doctors concluded there was nothing they could do.

2. My boyfriend was taking me home from homecoming, I knew he had been drinking but he told me he was fine. On the way home, he swerved to the wrong side of the road and we got into a head on collision. He survived; I on the other hand, was not so lucky.

3. It was only myself coming home from the party of the year, or so it seemed. I didn’t realize that I’d drunk as much as I did. I made an unprotected left turn onto San Felipe and, ironically, sideswiped my parents. Now they’re at my funeral. 

4. It was after prom, and I was feeling really daring because I consumed a significant amount of vodka. Unfortunately, I made a left turn that was much too sharp. This caused the car to flip over to the left. I was crushed underneath the force of my own car and was presumed to be dead at the scene.

5. My family and I were coming home from the Galleria after our family shopping trip. We merged left onto the freeway and as we were exiting to 610 South over the ledge, we saw headlights coming straight for us. Everybody, including my four-year-old sister, died.

