FACTS AND QUOTES
“Pray for the dead and fight like hell for the living.”

· Mother Jones 
“There is nothing in the world worse than poverty- it is the most terrible of all sufferings…Our rabbis said: If all the sufferings and pain in the world were gathered on one side of a scale, and poverty was on the other side, poverty would outweigh them all.”

· Exodus Rabbah 31:14

“Share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house.”

· Isaiah 58:7

“Open your mouth, judge righteously, maintain the rights of the poor and needy.”

· Proverbs 31:9

“Defend the poor and the orphan, do justice to the afflicted and needy.”

· Psalm 82:3

“I want you to share your bread with the hungry, open your homes to the homeless poor, remove the joke of injustice, and let the oppressed go free!”

· Isaiah 58

· On any given night 800,000 people sleep on the streets

· Over the course of a year, 3.5 million people likely experience homelessness

· Roughly 17 million families paid more than half of their incomes on housing costs in 2005

· 35.1 million Americans, including 12.4 million children, face hunger or food insecurity on a regular basis

· 36.5 million people lived in poverty in 2006, according to the U.S. Census Bureau

· Approximately 47 million people went without health insurance in 2006

· The average U.S. needs to make $16.31 per hour (nearly 3 times minimum wage) to afford a 2-bedroom apartment, food, and other necessities

· Hurricanes Katrina and Rita damaged 1 million homes along the Gulf Coast and destroyed 300,000.  Two years later, about 100,000 families were still displaced.

· Only 44% of homeless people have jobs

· 3 main causes of homelessness: lack of:

· Affordable housing

· Education

· Health care

· It is estimated that in the long run, it costs more to keep a person homeless than to put them on a housing plan
