Yair Gil is an Israeli documntarist and a photojournalist. His website, Seek Peace and Purse It (2000-), serves as a repository for pictures he has been taking from the periphery of mass demonstrations and from the center of small rallies. He teaches photography and video production in formal and informal educational settings, from summer camps in the US to the Department of Communication at the University of Haifa. Yair has contributed to several group exhibitions and countless websites.

Rivka Ribak is the distinguished senior lecturer in the Department of Communication at the University of Haifa; now on her Sabbatical year, she is a Schusterman visiting scholar in the Judaic Studies Program at the University of Tennessee. Furthermore, Dr. Ribak is here as a part of the American-Israeli Cooperative Enterprise.

Rivka received her Masters in communication from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and her Ph.D. from the University of California, San Diego. She is interested in the ways in which culture mediates how we use technology; in other words, in how people’s beliefs, lifestyles and practices translate into how they use and don’t use communication media (such as television and cellular phones). Recently, she and her colleague, Michele Rosenthal, received a three-year grant from the Israel Science Foundation for their project “Unplugged:  Media Avoidance and Resistance in Everyday Life.”

Again we are delighted to have Dr. Ribak at the university of Tennessee and her and her family here today with us. Please give a warm welcome to Dr. Rivka Ribak and her family.

