The Nazis resorted to mass gassings in early 1942, in part to ease the psychological burden on troops who often became queasy after firing on young children. The conveyor-belt extermination occurred in six killing centers in Poland: Belzec, Chelmno, Majdanek, Sobibor, Treblinka, and, of course, Auschwitz. The gas of choice was hydrogen cyanide known by its trade name Zyklon B. Most of the gas chambers were stationary, although a few camps deployed mobile gas vans.

Q: How do you feel about this? Could this be argued as a more      ethical approach to killing mass numbers of people, versus shooting them?

A small number emerged from the camps, often broken in body and spirit. And there was a special category of hidden children who were secured away in Catholic convents and orphanages or temporarily adopted by non-Jewish families. An untold number of these children never returned to the Jewish community.

Q: The Jewish community loss Jews not only through death but in ways like this. How did this take a toll on future Jewish communities?

It wasn't until the 1980s, when survivors came to terms with their own mortality and public interest in the Holocaust grew apace, that America's remnant of European Jewry took up the obligation to remember. Since then, the assault upon historical truth by pseudo-scholarly Holocaust "revisionists" has only steeled their resolve to speak out. Holocaust denial both defames the survivor experience and dishonors the memory of those who perished.

Q: Why do you think people were denying what had happened? Why do you think it’s important to pass on the memories?

“Hope is like peace. It is not a gift from God. It is a gift only we can give one another.” –Elie Wiesel
