Hanukkah Party
Program Intro (READ THIS): Chanukkah might seem to only be about candles and 8 days of gifts, but it is actually much more significant than that: It is about the Maccabees. The Maccabees might seem like just another story out of the bible; something that doesn’t matter and doesn’t affect us here in 2009. The Maccabees were, however, were the original “Stand Up Campaign” members. When the Greek king Antiochus forced the Jewish people to worship his idols, Mattathias and his son Judah Maccabee led a revolution against the Greek king and stood up for their religion and their people. They Stood up for their right to be Jewish and fought for what they believe in. This was, in effect, the first act of defiance by a group of Jewish people who were experiencing anti-Semitism. 

          Tonight we will be playing a series of games and competitions all part of a mini-Maccabiah, or Jewish Olympics. We will do a dreidel competition, Chanukkah trivia, and some other Chanukkah- themed games throughout the night. We are now going to break into teams and begin the first round of the Maccabiah. Throughout the night as we do the competitions and additional 5 points can be taken or awarded to a team depending on how respectful and spirited they are.
Competition 1- Dreidel Competition:

Intro (READ THIS): When Judaism was banned, the Jews would practice religion in secret. Any time guards would come by the Jews would quickly hide their bibles and pull out a dreidel to make it seem as though they were just playing a game. So tonight, the first team competition is going to be a dreidel spinning contest. There will be different ways to spin the dreidel and different ways your spin is judged. You must have a different team member for each spin so that we can get as many people participating as possible. The team with the best spin in each category gets 5 points for their team, making this competition worth a total of 30 points. So teams get together and quickly choose your first representative so we can get started!

SUPPLIES: Many dreidels, Paper, Pen/pencil for recording scores, Timer/stopwatch

The participants will get into their teams and form lines. The host (me) will explain the various ways of spinning the dreidel. The team members will then decide on one member to spin the dreidel according to each way of spinning it. Scores will be based on how long it spins for; how far/short one can spin it; it must stay in a certain area (like an archery target on the floor – if it lands on the outermost circle it’s less points than if it lands in the ‘bullseye.’ The team with the most points at the end will be recorded and counted on the final tally at the end of the party.
Spin 1: Regular, score based on time

Spin 2: Upside down, score based on time

Spin 3: Regular, score based on distance

Spin 4: Upside down, score based on distance

Spin 5: Regular from a height, score based on time

Spin 6: Regular from a height, precision (bulls eye)
Competition 2- Hanukkah Trivia:

Intro (READ THIS): Okay, next we have a Hanukkah Trivia and Bingo game to put your knowledge of this holiday to the test. As a team you will be split into two groups and each group gets their own board, so you essentially get TWO chances to win. First group to win gets 10 points, second group 8, third group 6 and the last group to get a bingo will get 4 points. So please split your team into two groups close to an equal size and get ready for the next competition!

SUPPLIES: Cardboard, Pen/Pencil, Notecards with trivia questions, Pieces to use as bingo pieces

Each team will get two bingo boards. The host will have notecards with Hanukkah trivia questions on them. The answers will be pictures on the bingo boards and the teams will have to figure out the answer and put their bingo piece on it. Answers will not be given. First place team gets 10 pints, then 9, 8, 7, etc. For example, if the first team in the yellow group gets bingo first, they get ten points. Then if a group in the blue team gets the next bingo, they get nine points, and so on. So one color team can get 9 and then 6 points because they are divided into two. One ½ team may not get bingo more than once. The teams’ points at the end will be recorded and counted on the final tally at the end of the party.

Competition 3- Jewish Scattegories

Intro (READ THIS): The fourth and final competition is a game of Jewish Scattegories. So I will give you topics and a time limit and you need to come up with as many Jewish words/people that have to do with that topic as you can. Each word you come up with is two points, but if both teams have the word neither get a point.

Each answer is worth two points, unless both teams have that answer, in which case it is worth no points. For first two rounds, think of as many answers as possible. After each round, teams come back and compare answers (write down score at this time). Everyone answers all the questions as a team
Round 1: 4 minutes

1. Jewish Food/Snacks

a. o    Falafel, matzah, gefilte fish, pita, hummus, lox, bagels, challah, latkes, humantashen, charoset, blintz, borsht

2. Israeli cities

a. o    Beersheba, Haifa, Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv, Elat, Tiberius, Hebron, S’vat, Nazareth

3. Names mentioned in the Torah

a. o    Joseph, Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Miriam, Leah, Esau, Rachel, Noah, Adam, Eve, Aaron, Joshua, Jonah, Sara
Round 2: 4 minutes

4. Objects you can buy at a Jewish gift shop

a. o    Tallit, menorah, kippah, mezuzah, candles, kiddush cup, yad, dreidel

5. Colors on Joseph’s coat

a. o    Red, yellow, green, brown, scarlet, black, ochre, peach, ruby, olive, violet, fawn, lilac, gold, chocolate, mauve, cream, crimson, silver, rose, azure, lemon, russet, gray, purple, white, pink, orange, blue

Round Two- Letter: S (5 minutes)

6. Famous Jewish Athletes (past and present)

a. o    Sandy Koufax, Mark Spitz, Scott Feldman (Rangers pitcher), Scott Schoeneweis (Mets pitcher), Dolph Schayes, Sage Rosenfels (NFL), Sasha Cohen, Sarah Hughes

7. Significant events in the Torah

a. o    Slaying of the first born, Mt. Sinai, Splitting the Red Sea, Sodom and Gomorrah (cities destroyed by God), Stone tablets

8. Jewish Actors/Actresses

a. o    Adam Sandler, Ben Stiller, Seth Rogen, Sarah Silverman, Shia LaBeouf, Sasha Baron Cohen, Sarah Michelle Gellar, Rob Schneider, David Schwimer, Jerry Seinfeld, Barbara Streisand
Competition 5- Dodgeball

Intro (READ THIS): For our fifth competition we are playing an Israeli Version of dodgeball. By the end of the game whichever team has more people left on their own side will be the winners.

GAME RULES: The Israeli version of dodge ball is called Machanayim, which is basically the same as regular dodge ball, except when you get out, you stand on the sideline of the opposite side of your team and can still get people out. 
Final Activity: Grab Bag

SUPPLIES
· One neutral (can be for boy or girl) gift from each person between $5-$10. Preferably wrapped.

· Large garbage bag or pillow case or something of the like

Each person will reach into the bag without looking and receive an anonymous gift. You will only receive a gift if you purchased one for someone else

ALTERNATIVE/ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS

 “Ultimate Gladiator”: Teams choose 1 person from each team. They put on helmet, stand on crates, and use noodles to knock other person off the crate. If someone is hit in the head, the person who hit the other in the head is disqualified.
· Latke Eating Contest

SUPPLIES

· Latkes, duh

· String or Plates

Ask a few people to make some latkes. The members of the groups will select the member with the biggest appetite to eat the latkes. No hands or feet or any other body part other than the mouth allowed. There are two ways of competing – either hang some latkes from a string or put a bunch on a plate. And there can be two ways of scoring. Whoever finishes and swallows all latkes first gets the tally for their team; or if they finish first they get x point, second place less than that, 3rd place even less than that, and so on. It will count towards the final tally at the end of the party.

· Dreidel Dreidel You’re Spun (rename of bang bang you’re dead)

Everyone’s name will be written on a small piece of paper. Each person will pick out someone else’s name from a hat. Whoever’s name they receive they have to go up to them and quietly whisper “dreidel dreidel you’re spun” in their ear. If they succeed the victim is out of the game and they must give their little piece of paper to whoever got them out. The person to get a person out then has to say “dreidel dreidel you’re spun” to the person on the piece of paper to their last victim. However it does not count if anyone else sees or hears you saying “dreidel dreidel you’re spun,” and you just continue. The last person alive (or not spun) is the winner and receives a prize. This game will go on for the duration of the evening or whenever the host says it’s on.

