
Alternative Oneg Overview

Short Description/Appeal Statement

Come discuss relevant topics in today’s society with your friends at International Convention! Bring your robe and gavel [but don’t actually] to court the opinions of the people around you. Alternative Oneg 2010, best program of your lives.
Materials

· Case packet [see scanned attachment to e-mail]
· Pens
· Paper
· Gavel
Room Set-up

· 2 long tables [one for defense and one for prosecutor]
· One table in front for the judges to sit at 
· Set-up should be done in a court room-like manner
Alternative Oneg

**Projected attendee maximum = 80 (we will need to run the same program in 2 separate rooms should it even be that big)**

· Program:  This is a program that puts the attendees in the hot seat in a court room, and requires them to work together in order to form the best case possible for themselves as a team. There will be a defense team and a prosecuting team in the case, and they will each have an opportunity to formulate cases for their side and to address the 'Supreme Court' with it. The 'Supreme Court' will not infer that any Jewish morals or laws should be considered when making arguments. After the each side has gotten their chances to speak, the court will rule based off of the Jewish fundamental (seen below). We will then discuss if Jewish Law is in any way relevant to our daily lives and the laws that we have today. After this is completed, we will be explaining the Parsha in an effort to give a better understanding of the Oneg’s purpose and relevance to Judaism, the Jewish people, and the weekend of International Convention!
· Case: We will use the following case in order to drive a successful program that utilizes healthy debate, in an effort to get a sense of the attendees’ beliefs & to later connect it to Jewish law which is what Parsha Mishpatim portrays. 
· Jewish fundamental [that will not be mentioned until after]: Anyone who murders intentionally shall be put to death. If this murder occurs without intention, there is a place for this murderer to flee.

In September of 1993, Christopher Simmons broke into the suburban St. Louis home of Shirley Crook with the intention to rob and possible kill her. Simmons and a friend tied the victim up with duct tape and drove her to a nearby state park. At the park, Simons pushed the victim, who was still alive, off a bridge and into the Meramec River where she drowned. Simmons was 17 years old at the time of the murder. Before the crime, he had told several of his friends of the plan to burglarize a home and kill the occupants, noting that they could do it and "get away with it" because they were juveniles

Simmons and his friends were arrested the following day, and Simmons confessed on videotape at the police station. He even agreed to re-enact the crime on videotape and returned to the park and demonstrated where Mrs. Crook had been pushed from the rail bridge. At trial the jury easily found him guilty. During the sentencing hearing the defense attorneys asked the jury to use Simmons age and the fact that he had no prior convictions as mitigating factors and not give Simmons the death penalty. However, the jury focused on the brutal and aggravated nature of the crime and sentenced Simmons to death by lethal injection.

Simmons case was appealed, citing ineffective trial support. His age and thus impulsiveness, along with a troubled background were brought up as issues. Te trial court upheld the juries death sentence. The Missouri Supreme Court upheld the conviction and the US Supreme Court denied review. 

However in 2003 when the US Supreme Court overturned the death penalty for the mentally retarded in Atkins v Virginia, the Missouri Supreme Court reconsidered Simmons case. In an unusual move, the Missouri Supreme Court concluded that "a national consensus has developed against the execution of juvenile offenders" and sentenced Simmons to life imprisonment without parole.

The state f Missouri appealed the decision to the US Supreme Court. on January 26, 2003, the US supreme Court agreed to hear the case

QUESTION - Do you believe the US should prohibit the execution of juveniles who have committed murder prior to the age of 18?

· Follow-up: After the cases have been made, and each side has gotten to voice their opinions, the judges will rule based on the Jewish fundamental: Anyone who murders intentionally shall be put to death. If this murder occurs without intention, there is a place for this murderer to flee. Although this may seem strange to the members at first, it will be explained that this is one of the most crucial Jewish laws, and that our decision would be based off of it. 
· Branch off: Have a group discussion about whether religion should be a relevant factor in modern American courts. Additionally, we’d like to ask the attendees how they each would assess the case, if it were in their hands.
· Conclusion: Tie the entire situation with the laws, rulings, etc. into Parsha Mishpatim. In order to provide the members with a better understanding of the weekly Parsha (which they likely would not have had exposure to yet) and its ties to our activity, we’re going to present a short summary and explanation of the Parsha. Considering time constraints that we are currently facing, we will likely use the “Parsha in a nutshell” as seen on the Chabad website: http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/1298/jewish/Mishpatim.htm. 
We will additionally include some examples of specific laws and mitzvot that came to be during this Parsha.

Alternative Oneg Script

Opening

Welcome to the best Alternative Oneg of your life! We hope you are excited to be joining us this Shabbat as we focus on discussion, team-work, agreement,  argument, controversial topics, and a very important and relevant court case.
You each will be split up onto either the defense or the prosecution, and will battle out a case whose fate will be determined by our fine members of the Supreme Court. After you are handed your cases, you should choose 2 people to function as group representatives. The timeline of events will go as follows:
-10 minutes to formulate an argument
-Both sides will have the chance to speak for 15 minutes, while Supreme Court justices ask them questions
-This will be followed by a 5 minute period to get ready for rebuttal
-A 5 minute rebuttal from each side will then presented
-Supreme Court will discuss & make a decision
Program

This part of the program will not be scripted, because it will be mostly spoken by the defense and prosecution.
Conclusion

· Ruling: 

· Jewish fundamental: Anyone who murders intentionally shall be put to death.

After people react with shock & confusion, we will explain that this case has a lot more to do with Judaism, and this week’s Parshah than they may think. In order to create this understanding, we’d like to share the story of this week’s Parshah in a nutshell. 

Exodus 21:1-24:18
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	                  Following the revelation at Sinai, G-d legislates a series of laws for the people of Israel. These include the laws of the indentured servant; the penalties for murder, kidnapping, assault, and theft; civil laws pertaining to redress of damages, the granting of loans, and the responsibilities of the "Four Guardians"; and the rules governing the conduct of justice by courts of law.

                   Also included are laws warning against mistreatment of foreigners; the observance of the seasonal festivals, and the agricultural gifts that are to be brought to the Holy Temple in Jerusalem; the prohibition against cooking meat with milk; and the mitzvah of prayer. Altogether, the Parshah of Mishpatim contains fifty-three mitzvot -- 23 imperative commandments and 30 prohibitions.

                   G-d promises to bring the people of Israel to the Holy Land, and warns them against assuming the pagan ways of its current inhabitants. The people of Israel proclaim, "We will do and we will hear all that G-d commands us." Leaving Aaron and Hur in charge in the Israelite camp, Moses ascends Mount Sinai and remains there for forty days and forty nights to receive the Torah from G-d.

Branch off conversation:

	· Does the law [stated above] still apply to today’s society?
· If a 4-year-old killed someone, would they have to face this same punishment?

	· For elaborated discussion, reference the laws below:

	Key Rules

1.      When you have a Hebrew servant, he shall serve six years and in the seventh be freed.
2.      Anyone who murders intentionally shall be put to death. If this murder occurs without intention, there is a place for this murderer to flee.
3.      Honor your parents and do not strike them.
4.      If a thief is caught with stolen goods, the thief shall pay double the value of what is stolen.
5.      You shall not oppress nor do any wrong to strangers, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.
6.      If you lend money to My people, especially the poor, do not act as a creditor nor take interest. Return to your neighbor what it is you borrow before the sun sets.
7.      Six years shall you plant and reap the harvest, but the seventh year you shall let it be for the poor and the animals to graze.
8.      Six days you shall do all your tasks, and on the seventh day you shall cease from work, so that you and your animals, your servers and stranger may recover.
9.      Three times a year, you shall have a feast for Me. The Feast of Unleavened Bread (Passover) to remember how God delivered you from Egypt out of the house of bondage. The Feast of Harvest (Sukkot), to honor Me with the first and choicest of fruits, and the Feast of Ingathering (Shavuot), at the end of the year, when you reap the results of your work.
10.  You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk.
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