Forgetting, Remembreing, Retelling Program.

Tell everyone to sit down in a circle, with the materials they brought with them. 

Sage: Welcome to the Forgetting, Remembering, Retelling Program. We are going to be reflecting about our past years, looking at our present, and looking towards the future. Today, we will be combining the two recent days of Earth Day and Holocaust Remembrance Day with a twist.

Now, would anyone like to share what they did to honor Earth Day or Holocaust Remembrance Day?
On Earth Day, I made sure to pick up any extra trash that I saw.
Now the reasons we brought shoeboxes and newspaper. The shoeboxes everyone brought, we will be covering with newspaper, decorating them and then putting our own memories inside them. 
Now, what is the significance of the newspaper? (Let anyone answer) There are several answers.

· What is black and white and read all over? A newspaper….duh it’s a classic joke. Well, if you take it for the literal meaning, its three colors black, white and red. This relates to the Holocaust. The Nazis saw us as a Jew or non-Jew. Nothing in between. The newspapers did not talk about the Holocaust, because people did not believe what was happening to US Jews could really happen. So, instead many Jews lives were taken away and all that was left of them was the blood strained on the ground. 

· Just plain and simple, we are recycling the newspaper.
· The newspaper will be used as a surface to decorate our boxes.

· The newspaper tells what is happening on NOW. Tomorrow, our present will become the past. These current events going on will become history

Now, with the newspaper around you, put newspaper around the outside of your boxes. You can put newspaper wherever you like, as long as it is outside too. Please be patient while waiting for the glue and hodge-podge.
It should take about 25-30 minutes for each person to put on the newspaper.
Once you are done, decorate your boxes with markers, stickers and jewels. Write somewhere on the box Memories April 25, 2009 and the rest with milestones in your life such as your 10th birthday, your Bat Mitzvah, your first kiss etc. Anything that you don’t want to forget 60 years from now.
Give about 20 minutes, tell them they can always finish at home.
Now, moving into the past. 

Now everyone clothes there eyes.  Jenna reads her poem.
Remember when getting high meant swinging at the playground

The worst thing you could get from boys was cooties 

The only thing that hurt was skinned knees 

The only things that can get broken were your toys

Mom was your hero and dad was the boy you were going to marry

Your worst enemies were your siblings

Race issues were who ran the fastest 

War was only a card game

The only drug you knew of was cough medicine

And goodbyes only meant till tomorrow 

Life was simple and care free, 

But what I remember the most was actually wanting to grow up.

Open your eyes.

We are already forgetting the wonderful times we had as a little girl. We are fortunate to have a good childhood and to be in this organization where we are surrounded by BBGs. 
Hand out the packet to every girl. PLEASE DON’T OPEN IT UNTIL I TELL YOU TO.
Flip over the cover.  There are four spaces four you to write your own Remember whens…There is time for you to share your Remember whens…with friends but at the moment just reflect about your own past. Write down any memories that you will want to keep and look back and smile at in the future. If you need more space, write on the back.
Do not be vague, really try to capture the whole image in your head and write it down. We want to look back at these memories and see them as if it just happened yesterday.
Give roughly 15 minutes, depending on how into it the girls get.
Pass out Friend Remember Whens

I am giving you three Remember whens…but about friendship memories  with other girls. Write a Remember when… about someone in this room write your name somewhere on the piece. When you are finished rip them off the sheet and wait until everyone is done. If you want to hold on to this memory too, you can write your own copy. Get extra paper by me. 

When everyone is done, give your Remember when… to the person. Let them read it now.
Now turn the page. The next two pages are specific events that happened in your life in school, BBYO etc. Pick one or two times from an experience that you had to write down. There are extra pieces of paper by me.
Memory is a way of holding onto the things you love, the things you are, the things you never want to lose.  ~From the television show The Wonder Years
Give 20 minutes to let the girls write about there past.
Now, come back into the present. Think about the things going on your life right now. Your favorite of NOW. Turn back two pages. You may have multiple answers for each blank but keep it to a minimum. There are four blanks at the bottom, those are four personal favorite things you like to do, places you like to go, friends you have etc. Put in your own personal response. For example, you could put cell phone: LG, really bulky, but is like a tank because I drop it so many times and it doesn’t break. I text a lot on it. Or it can be more specific such as Moes Southwest Grill: I go there almost every week either with BBYO friends, school friends of my family.
Give about 8 minutes. It shouldn’t take too long.
Now, flip over the page. I have here for you checklist. This checklist has ideas that will give you great experiences in your life. These will become great memories, if they have not happened already. Go ahead and check each box that you have accomplished already. Fill in some of your own personal goals. 
The ones you have not checked, write on the bottom of the page ways in which you can achieve these goals. If you need more paper let me know.
In a few years, go back and look at this packet and see if you have accomplished any more of the “Memory Goals”.

Give 10 minutes.
The point of this program is to realize how fortunate each one of us are. We had the opportunity to have a good past so before we forget them, we MUST write them down. Many Holocaust survivors, did not want to remember their past when they were younger. But in order for those drastic times to never happen again, we must re-tell their stories. We are the last generation to have people alive to tell us their personal stories from the Holocaust. We need to do them AND us a favor so we can make sure our children will have good memories too.

Now, in several years, our memories will shift dramatically. We will be going off to college, getting married and having kids. But we still cannot forget about the memories we shared as a little kid or BBG. But now, we must live our life too the fullest, creating memories that we will want to tell in the future.
Anything that you have not filled out, go back sometime in the future, and fill it out. I want you to lock up these memories with a bow, as if storing them in your brain so you will not forget.

Hand out pieces of ribbon.
Here is a quote I want to leave you with:

“We are vulnerable to fear only when we leave the present.  If I drift into the past, my regrets surge up, my memories of failing and forsaking.  If I shift into the future, I meet with doubt and delusion, fear of what's to come, what I'm not capable of controlling.  It's in the present moment that I belong.”
