
When I was in eighth grade, my neighbor was the N'siah of her chapter.  One afternoon she invited me to come over while the chapter were having a program. A combination of the fun everyone had, how much everyone loved being around each other, and all the different stuff we did and learned about at programs was what got me coming back.


A few boys in my chapter went to CLTC in 2007, and they convinced me that I HAD to go to CLTC in 2008. I signed up with a council friend, and we ended up going only knowing one or two people. CLTC ended up being amazing; I don't remember half of what all the classroom sessions were about, but the friends I made were phenomenal. I had so much fun in 12 days and I made better friends in that time than I'd thought possible. I still talk to my good CLTC friends, and I brought a lot of what I learned there, BBYO and otherwise, back to my life at home.


BBYO has given me a lot more confidence in general. I'm now comfortable with speaking to a large group of people - I used to have the worst stage fright - and I'm confident in my abilities to lead workshops and activities in school, BBYO, and elsewhere. Also, around college time, advisors and directors are really great people to go to if you want a recommendation, or even just help through the process.

--Julie Thompson, NRE-DC, Columbia, Council Mazkirah

My older brother was in AZA, and I joined as soon as I was old enough to.  I was so eager to every program and convention I could.  The favorite thing I did as a freshman was attend my region's Regional Leadership Convention, similar to what you may call MIT/AIT.  Before then, it was just going to chapter programs and events; but this transformed my perception of BBYO.  It showed me that BBYO is huge.  And together, in larger numbers, much more can be accomplished.


I am a proud participant of CLTC 7 2008, straight out of Mukwanago, Wisconsin. I was going into my sophomore year, and I went alongside three of my best friends from my chapter back at home. The people you meet at CLTC will change your life forever; I'm still great friends with lots of people I went to CLTC with.  CLTC was my first experience on an international level, and it truly opened my eyes to what BBYO really is.  It's funny, and almost strange, how there are guys just like me out there, whether they're from California, Florida, Arizona, Nebraska, New Jersey, or Texas; I met each person there, and I knew that they were in the same boat as me. We all wanted to make BBYO better, and we all united for the same cause. When I tell people about CLTC now, I find it so incredibly difficult to explain, that the only thing I can say to them is, "Go."


BBYO will give you an experience that you can't get anywhere else; take my word on it. But BBYO will also give you skills and lessons that you can take with you after your time in BBYO is up. BBYO is where I learned how to not just be a leader, but a good leader. You will learn from other people you meet, and they will learn from you. We all take lessons from moments in time and experiences, and I can say with great pride and confidence that most, if not all, of my experiences occurred in BBYO.


If I can, I just want to tell you to value your time in BBYO, as it is short. I know many people who look back on their high school years and say that BBYO was the most memorable part of it. You will form friendships that will last much longer than after you graduate. And when you put your whole effort and time into BBYO, you will get back more than ever imaginable.

---Aleph Joshua Evan Meliker, NRE Baltimore Council, Baltimore, MD. Baltimore Council Godol, International Education Connection Chairman


BBYO isn't very big in my city and the closest events are always half an hour away, so it's not exactly the most popular thing. But a group of girls from my school joined in 8th grade and I used to hear about how great it was, so I decided to join with them. I ended up meeting an older girl in my chapter who lived down the street from me. She offered to drive me to/from all of our programs, and the conversations we had really inspired me to become an active member.


At the end of June I was asked to start a new chapter in DC Council. We received our temporary charter at the end of October during RLTI. Seeing the look on the girls' faces when they saw their names on the charter was one of the most inspiring things I have ever experienced. It is a great feeling knowing that my hard work really paid off.


BBYO definitely sparked my interest in community service. It has shown me so many service locations that I didn't know existed, and the projects we do are always really fun. BBYO has also shown me that even though it is great to have fundraisers to stop genocide in Africa, there are so many more problems in my own community that I can help fix.

---Lindsey Perreault, NRE-DC Council, Ko'ach BBG founding member and s'ganit


I got interested in bbyo through an older friend of mine, when my chapter was just beginning. I was inspired to be active for the very first time at a regional convention that I went to... at Gold Coast Region's Mit/Ait '08, I was inspired through the bonds formed by Jewish teens who were separated by distance, but not by friendship. In my chapter, as an 8th grader and a freshman I enjoyed going out to dinner with the chapter after meetings and hanging out with BBYO friends outside of bbyo.


I love every summer and regional program I've attended, but my favorite by far was CLTC.  I also attended ILTC, Kallah, CLTC, Euro-Quest: Western Europe.


BBYO helped me find the power in my words, as a speaker in front of a group, but also as a leader in the community at large.  I use skills learned through BBYO like Parliamentary Procedure, communication, fundraising, and program planning as assets that create opportunities and options for me I would have never seen otherwise, ie: one college major I'm strongly considering going to school for is marketing and communications, something I would have never know had I not ran for chapter Mazkir.

---Jason Gordon, Gold Coast Region, Palm Beach Gardens, Fl. 

Currently: Regional Mazkir, International Public Relations Team, International Judaism Technology Chair


To be honest, I joined BBYO for the boys. I had gone to an all girls school all my life and wanted more guy friends. The boys are what initially got me to come back to projects week after week, but the sisterhood bonds and friendships are what made me stay.  Though I had gone to school with girls, the sisterhood bonds in BBYO were incredibly more special.  All of the older members being so warm and welcoming is what got me hooked on this organization.  Not wanting to miss a single program or meeting, I realized I had gotten hooked! My favorite events from my first year were New Member Weekend and Regional Convention because BBYO on a regional level was even more incredible.

I think every BBG separates program is special to me because it is a time of true sisterhood and girl bonding. The most life changing experience for me would have to be attending CLTC.  I knew I would leave with incredible friendships and more knowledge of BBYO, but I didn't know I would leave a changed person. Returning home from CLTC I had a more positive outlook on life, wonderful leadership tools, and numerous best friends.

I use skills learned from BBYO just about everyday. In meetings at school or at my dance studio, I find myself trying to get everyone's ideas heard and create an organized environment. I have learned to be a lean, mean, programming machine any and everywhere.  Through my recent position as Regional Mazkirah, I have learned amazing things about marketing and communication. BBYO has given me the confidence that I couldn't have gotten anywhere else. I have better people and public speaking skills. Finally, I must have gotten something out of BBYO because it is included in everyone of my college essays. I have realized one person really can make a difference in the world.
---Carey Segal, Cotton States Region, Memphis, TN
Regional Mazkirah, Chapter Founder, CLTC Coordinator 2010
1. I only joined originally because my parents asked me to, they had always wanted to. But once i got in, i couldnt stop going. I absolutely love BBYO. An older member who at the time was my regional MIT Mom took me under her wing and completely guided me. But everything about BBYO drew me in. To be honest with you, i wasn't the MIT who got told all the time she was the future of the region and she was so cool because i was very quiet, but thats what changed in me because of BBYO. I stayed even without that because of the amazingly inspirational girls i met in BBYO and all the cool programs they were doing. Never in my life had i seen a bunch of girls sit in a room full of tea candles and motivate each other to be completely different and incredible people than they were before.

2. ILTC was by far the best program i have ever attended. I made more friends than i could ever imagine from all around the world and got the chance to practice planning programs, leading a group, and working in a "region" in a completely safe environment where no one really cared if you failed. But everyone there was so inspiring and just the best, kindest, hardest-working people i have ever met in my entire life.

3. BBYO has definitely given me soem amazing skills. As i said before, i used to be very shy, but i suddenly turned into a well-spoken woman who could talk to almost anyone and not get nervouse anymore. BBYO has given me some amazing social skills that i use all the time. As well, i use soem of the Jewish things i learned at Kallah in my philosophy class, speech skills whenever i talk in front of the classroom, definitely organization skills all the time. Even the other day in my choir class we were talking about lobbying members of congress in choir to stop cutting arts funding so that my teachers dont get cut. I told everyone that i could help because i had done it before in Washington with AIPAC! I literally use things that i learned in BBYO every single day of my life, usually more than once.

--Jessica Rachel Green Denver, Colorado, Rocky Mountain Region #25

N'shama BBG #165, Regional N'siah and International Teen Connection Chairwoman.

